DOG CAR HAMMOCK
EASY CRAFT

YOU WILL NEED
Up to 150cm wide x 1.5m long heavy duty, waterproof fabric (e.g. scratch-resistant, coated
polyester canvas). Before buying, measure the height and depth of your back seat, plus the
distance from the edge of the back seat to the rear of the front headrests (add 1cm all round for
the seam allowance). Alternatively, copy the measurements of an old hammock.
4 x 9cm x 8cm patches of fabric (e.g. the same waterproof fabric, or polyurethane pieces) (for
reinforcement where fasteners are attached). Cut into shield shapes (optional).
4 x quick-release adjustable click fasteners with 4 x 25mm tape to fit (e.g. 3cm wide).
4 x 20cm strips of bias binding (25mm), or 2 x 20cm sew-on velcro tape (for 2 seatbelt holes).
1 x 45cm zip (to open the hammock half-way, if required).
Tape measure, Stanley knife, cutting board, scissors, sewing machine (optional) and thread.

INSTRUCTIONS
Recycling an old hammock
1. The simplest way to make a rear car seat cover or hammock is to copy an old one, reusing the
plastic fasteners. Line up your new fabric with the old one and mark the position of the fasteners
with pins. Cut round the pieces of fabric on the old hammock that the fasteners are sewn onto
(these will look like patches) and sew them onto your new fabric after folding over a 1cm seam.
With matching thread.
2. Fold the fabric in half longwise (i.e to between the centre of the front headrests) and cut the
length of the zip you are reusing (e.g. 45cm). Sew the old zip onto your new hammock with a 1cm
hem at the top. Sew a 1cm seam all the way around your hammock.
3. For the seatbelt holes: lay your new fabric on the floor with the old one on top. Line up where
you cut out the fastener patches, then mark the position of the holes for the seat belts. Cut 18cm
slits into your new cover at these points and reinforce top and bottom with bias binding (folded
inwards 1cm at each end for the seam), sewing close to the binding edge. Alternatively, sew
velcro across the top and bottom of the holes overlapping the top strips so that they lay flat onto
the bottom strips when closed. Finished!

Making from scratch
1. Fold your fabric in half longwise, positioning the fold in the centre of the rear seat. Mark each
side of one headrest with pins on the top and bottom pieces of fabric. Unfold the material and
double-check that the four pin positions correspond with both headrests on the back seat.
2. Sew on the fastener patches and attach fasteners at these points, turning over a 1cm fabric seam
first. Do the same at the other end of the fabric for the two front headrest attachments.
3. Fold the fabric in half longwise (i.e to between the centre of the front headrests) and cut 45cm
down the folded edge for the centre zip. Sew on the zip with a 1cm hem at the top.
4. Sew a 1cm seam all the way around the outside of your hammock.
5. Measure the position of the seat belts and slice 18cm slits through the fabric at these two points.
Sew strips of bias binding, with a 1cm seam at each end, to the top and bottom of the holes,
sewing close to the binding edge. Your hammock is done!
Tip: When you make your own, you can choose from a wide range of colours, e.g. bluey-violet or greeny-yellow that
your dog will be able to see! Check colour-fastness with the retailer.
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