RAFFIA PURSE
BEGINNER CROCHET

YOU WILL NEED
3.5mm crochet hook
1 x skein of raffia (e.g. Adriafil Raffia, King Cole
Raffia, or Rico Creative Paper Yarn)
Darning needle
Scissors
Snap fastener (optional)
Keyring or tassel (optional)

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Starting with a slip knot, chain up to 20 stitches (purse length). Note: make a clutch purse
with more stitches (e.g. 40), or a coaster with less (e.g. chain 15 and work until you have a
square).
2. Chain 1 (this is a turning chain).
3. Work in double crochet* back along every stitch, then chain 1.
4. Repeat step 3 for 11cm, ending with a turning chain.
5. On the next row, double crochet into the back of every stitch to create a fold line, then
chain 1.
6. Repeat step 3 for 11cm, ending with a turning chain.
7. Starting at the same end as before, repeat step 5 (making sure that the fold is in the same
direction).
8. Repeat step 3 for 6cm, then chain 1.
9. Rather than going back along the line, double crochet all the way round the outside of
your purse, going into every hole and making a turning chain at each corner. This will
create a neat edge.
10. End with a slip stitch, cut the yarn with a 10cm tail and pull through to secure. Weave in
the loose ends with your darning needle.
11. Fold the two 6cm rectangles together and sew up the sides using the same yarn and your
darning needle (use running stitch, over stitch or blanket stitch). You can do this twice on
each side to strengthen.
12. Weave in the loose ends.
13. Add a snap fastener (measure 1.5 to 2cm in from the end of the flap and sew that part of
the fastener on first). Then attach a keychain or tassel, etc., to finish your purse how you
like!
Note: If you forget the turning chains, your work will start narrowing to a point!
*What is known as a double crochet stitch in the UK, is single crochet in the USA.
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